
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY) 

Act 2:42-47 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

 

 Giving them his Spirit, Jesus gives his Apostles the power to remit sins; thus he 

makes human beings participate in his triumph over evil and sin. The Risen Lord gives 

Thomas who did not believe the testimony of his fellow Apostles a lesson which is 

significant also for us: it is necessary to pass from vision to faith. Thomas moved from 

unbelief to incredible faith in the risen Christ. He confessed Jesus as his Lord and God. 

Our confession should not be exclusively verbal but must be accompanied with right 

conduct. The new mode of life of the Risen Lord means that he cannot be known as an 

earthly human person, but as one who is present to us in the sacraments and in the life of 

the Church—the Christian community. Today’s liturgy therefore leads us to meditate on 

the new life of the primitive Christian community, proclaims that each of us is 

regenerated to a living hope through the Resurrection of Christ. 

 Nearly every day, we die to something: our ego, a dream, an ambition, an old 

idea—in order to rise with a greater ability to love, to welcome the reality around us 

especially the current situation with coronavirus, to be enthusiastic in continuing the 

adventure of our lives. The mystery of death and resurrection goes on. The Resurrection, 

therefore, is not only a fact of past history but also a present reality. In our life, after 

every crisis we begin again; after every rupture we rebuild. In this pilgrimage to our final 

death and resurrection, the Christian must be characterised by faith in the Resurrection, 

being conscious that the present moment is a passage from death to life. The expression 

of this certainty is fraternal love. 

 In addition, today the second Sunday of Easter is traditionally observed as Divine 

Mercy Sunday. We are to be open to love and mercy of God and be ready to go out and 

be instruments of God’s love and mercy to the world longing for peace. Through the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord offers us forgiveness and new life by which, we can personally 

know and walk in his ways through the power of the resurrection. We see traces of this 

Divine Mercy in the gospel reading of today. Mercy is considered as one of the greatest 



attributes of God. Saint John Paul II once noted that it was not out of place that Jesus 

made mercy one of the principal themes of his evangelization trajectory. This is reflected 

in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10: 25-37), the story of Bartimaeus (Mk10:46-

52), the Prodigal son (Lk 15:11-32), his encounter with the adulterous woman (John 8:1-

11) and that of Thomas in today’s gospel whom he gave a second chance saying “put 

your finger here, and see my hands…do not be faithless.” The practical way of showing 

this mercy is in the forgiveness of sin. This is at the heart of the Easter message. Jesus 

died and rose again that he may take our sins away. “Divine mercy becomes the Easter 

gift the Church receives from the risen Christ, and offers to humanity. In other words, the 

Church in reality is both a product of God’s mercy and a channel of God’s mercy. “Jesus 

forgives our sins, but also empowers us to forgive others. The peace with which he 

greeted his disciples will reign in our lives and society if we all have this mind of Jesus in 

forgiving one another.  
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