
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 2:14, 22-33 

1 Peter 1:17-21 

Luke 24: 13-35 

Today’s liturgy invites us re-examine and appreciate lovingly the riches of the 

Paschal mystery which is the sum total of the work of creation and redemption, of all the 

reality of the human person and of all the revelation of God. The Eucharist is at the centre 

of the life if the Church. For the believer, every Eucharistic celebration renews the 

presence of Christ who died and rose again. It is the sacrament of the Body and Blood of 

Christ, and is one with the sacrifice of the Cross. Jesus comes into the midst of the 

Christians assembled for the Eucharistic celebration and via the Eucharist, he makes them 

touch his body, his real presence. Christ is also present and communicates through the 

Scriptures and through his witnesses who are sent to proclaim the forgiveness of sins. 

The Apostles, who would witness to the Risen Lord and would call the people to 

conversion, were themselves now full of fear, doubt and diffidence. In other words, they 

were disappointed because of the stories of the resurrection. The Apostles sadly described 

the events of the Crucifixion on their way to Emmaus and shared with Jesus their crushed 

hopes: “We had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.” You can hear their dejection 

as they explain what they wanted to happen, instead of what did happen. Secondly, they 

share the confusing news reported from “women of our group” of Jesus’s empty tomb 

and even “that he was alive.” Some have returned to the tomb and found it just as the 

women had described. For some New Testament Scripture scholars, the expression “We 

had hoped” may be the saddest words.  

Certainly, some of us in one time or another may have known the sorrow 

associated with having high expectations dashed. Think for a moment those who may 

have fall in love, hoping that both of them might be the right person for each other, and 

later, a messy breakup comes, and each one is left alone. We begin with a new job filled 

with excitement and then can barely believe how miserable the work becomes. Think 

once again about a friend of yours, who tells you most recently regarding a terrible 



evaluation of his health conditions from his family doctor, crushing many of his plans in 

life. “We had hoped.”     

Jesus took them on a journey through the Scriptures, explaining to them all this is 

written about Himself. However, they recognized him in the breaking of bread. Not 

surprisingly, the Apostles castigate themselves for their inability to realize who was in 

front of them. “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 

road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” His appearance to them helped to clear 

away their doubt, inspired and enlightened them to understand fully everything 

concerning him. The Lord eats with them and proclaims that in his name, the message of 

salvation and forgiveness of sins would be preached to all nations. Wherever people 

accept the call to conversion and wherever pardon from God and interpersonal pardon 

among people take place, there the Paschal victory of Jesus bears fruits and is understood. 

As James Martin, SJ rightly said “The Road to Emmaus is a story packed with 

deeply human emotions, familiar to anyone who has suffered loss and seeks hope: the 

sorrow that Cleopas and the other disciple express about their dashed hopes, their 

petulance about the stranger’s seeming indifference toward the news of the day, their 

shock over the baffling report of the empty tomb, their frustration that they had missed 

seeing Jesus when he was in front of them, and the enthusiasm of hearts that ‘burned 

within them.’ The story also demonstrates how the disciples came to understand the 

Resurrection not only through direct experience of the Risen Lord, but by reflecting on it 

together, as a community.”   

Jesus is still visibly present in the Church. Although the Church building is 

currently closed because of the coronavirus, the Lord is still present among us because 

where two or three are gathered in his name, he is among them. He continues to reveal 

Himself through the Eucharistic community, the people of God. 
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