
HOLY WEEK 

PASSION SUNDAY (PALM SUNDAY) 

Isaiah 50: 4-7 

Philippians 2: 6-11 

Matthew 26: 14-27.66 

 

Hello friends and beloved parishioners, 

Just to share few lines with you with regards to the current season of the Church 

as we begin the Holy Week today. Saint John Paul II says:  “The cross stands before us as 

an eloquent symbol of God’s love for humanity. At the same time the dying Redeemer’s 

entreaty rings out in the liturgy: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” We 

often feel this cry of suffering as “our own” in the painful situations of life that can cause 

deep distress and give rise to worry and uncertainty. In moments of loneliness and 

bewilderment, which are not unusual in human life, a believer’s heart can exclaim: the 

Lord has abandoned me! 

 However, Christ’s passion and his glorification on the tree of the cross offer a 

different key for reading these events. On Golgotha the Father, at the height of his Only-

begotten Son’s sacrifice, does not abandon him, but brings to completion his plan of 

salvation for all humanity. In his passion, death and resurrection, we are shown that the 

last word in human existence is not death but God’s victory over death. Divine love, 

manifested in its fullness in the paschal mystery, overcomes death and sin, which is its 

cause.” –Saint John Paul II 

From this perspective, Palm Sunday sets the tone for the fruitful observance of 

Holy Week in its entirety. On this day, the Church celebrates Christ’s entrance into 

Jerusalem to accomplish his paschal mystery. The liturgy of Palm Sunday is always 

known for its mixed feelings. It usually starts with great jubilation and ends on a different 

tone. There are two aspects of today’s liturgy—the procession with palms which we 

regret for not taking place as a result of the current challenges, and the passion narrative. 

This two-in-one event portrays the nature of the human person who continues to swing 

between two positions. It is usually the day we call to mind the saying that “dark evil 

sleep in us all”. Thus, in the gospel narrative, the same people who sang “Hosanna in the 



Highest” turned to shout “Crucify Him”. This is our particular experience. As the passion 

story unfolds, we should put ourselves in the mood of the entire event. If we were present 

some two thousand years ago when this all this took place, what role could we have 

played? But in all, the death of Jesus which was intended to bring him shame and to 

silence his mission became the instrument for humanity’s salvation. God’s ways are not 

our ways. 

 Christ loves us so much that he accepted this cruel journey for our sake. Can we 

reciprocate that love? Do we love him enough to wipe his face in the poor and among 

those who are being marginalized? He is still being crucified among those whom the 

society thinks so contemptible, those in fringe of society and dies in the downtrodden. He 

yearns for your soul. He undertakes these crucibles for love of you. Therefore, let us keep 

trusting in him even at the point of dreaded betrayal by those we trust. As we go through 

this very unsettling time and extremely troubling circumstances, let the passion, death 

and resurrection of Christ which we are about to commemorate assure us the need to live 

in hope of a better tomorrow. Remember that you are not alone. All God’s people are 

spiritually being united in mind and heart as we struggle to make sense of this 

challenging and trying times.  

 

 In union of love and faith, 

 

Fr. Francis Chidi Ezenezi 

St. Peter’s the Apostle Roman Catholic Parish 

North Bay, ON  

April 5, 2020       

     


