
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 6:1-7 

1 Peter 2: 4-9 

John 14: 1-12 

There is no doubt that the Christian community being addressed in the second 

reading of today were displaced socially as well as spiritually. Thus, the author tries to 

restore a sense of solidarity by inviting them to see themselves as a spiritual house, built 

by God with Jesus as its cornerstone. The reading from the Acts of the Apostles bears 

somewhat relationship with the second reading as a single spiritual household where the 

Hellenists (Greek-speaking Jews) share complain because their widows are being 

neglected in the daily distribution of food. Such predicament in the community being led 

by the Apostles, decided to enlarge the leadership structure of the young Christian 

community in order to meet its changing and challenging needs. The Apostles under the 

guidance of the Spirit sought to restore order and tranquility within that spiritual house of 

the early Christian community. The same image of the household of God is being 

reflected in today’s Gospel too. It is a household of God troubled by Jesus’ revelation of 

his impending departure.  

Indeed for the disciples of Jesus, it was a moment of confusion, disappointment, 

doubt, anxiety, worry and even sadness. Jesus had just revealed that he would be going 

away from them. This opens up all sorts of questions in their minds. What would happen 

to their plans and ambitions? Did they waste three precious three years by following 

Jesus? Was their Master truly the Messiah? If so, why is he going away without restoring 

the kingdom which they had hoped for? Jesus comforts and consoles the disciples who 

are saddened by his imminent departure from this world. He tells them of the purpose of 

his departure: to go and prepare a place for them. He also reveals that he would come 

again and take them with him that where he is, they may also be. 

But Thomas throws up the question of where he is going and what is the way to 

where he is going. Jesus makes the all-important and profoundly meaningful statement: 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me……” 

This assertion of Jesus is a self-revelation of who he is (Truth of the Father); what his 



mission is (to be the Way to the Father) and how he is going to accomplish his mission 

(by giving his Life for the world in obedience to the Father). In Jesus, we have the 

revelation of Truth, Way to our destiny and source of our Life. We can satisfy the deepest 

yearnings of our heart in and through our union with Jesus who is one with the Father. 

You may wish to listen to this unique story. While Karl Barth was lecturing, one 

of his students asked him: “Sir, don’t you think that God has revealed himself in other 

religions and not only in Christianity?” Barth’s response stunned the crowd. He 

answered, “No, God has not revealed himself in any religion, including Christianity. He 

revealed himself in his Son.” That is the real challenge of every disciple of Jesus: that 

they should see the Father in his Son. Instead of looking at Jesus, we oftentimes look at 

ourselves and the realities of the world. It is said, “If you look at the world, you will be 

distressed. If you look within, you’ll be depressed. However, if you look at Christ, you 

will be at rest.” To abide in Jesus is to have a personal or unbroken fellowship with him. 

Based on our experience, we know that sometimes light breaks through only 

when darkness has become total. Jesus uttered the words, “Do not let your hearts be 

troubled” when it was almost time for him to face betrayal, persecution, crucifixion and 

death. Even in those moments of excruciating agony, Jesus found consolation in his 

Father because he knew that he was doing the will of his Father. His disciples should not 

be worried or anxious because Jesus is going to his Father to prepare a place for them and 

come back to take them to where he is. He has, by his suffering and death, ensured a 

place for us in the eternal company of the Father. These words of encouragement should 

serve us well as today we are facing the crisis of our current situation. 

The promise of Jesus in the gospel reading of today, that he has gone to prepare a 

place for us is very true. Nevertheless, the rooms Jesus has gone to prepare will only be 

occupied by those who will endure in doing what is right to the end. Yes, worry is not 

good. Often, we are worried of so many things which make us not to live our lives to the 

full. It is obvious that worrying does not solve any problems. That’s why Jesus tells us 

today not to worry because he is the way out of our problems, the truth that makes us 

understand the reality of things as they are and the life for all who want to live fully and 

eternally. 



Worry does not make us live longer. As a matter of fact, it reduces our life span. 

One thing about life is that what we worry about today that makes us pass sleepless 

nights may turn out to be useless after few months or years and by the time we realize it, 

we have done great harm to ourselves. No matter the situation or circumstance you may 

find yourself, we need to focus in Jesus who loves us and died for us. Worrying affect our 

rationality and could make us take some bad decisions. That’s the reason why Jesus tells 

us today not to worry but to trust in him. Jesus is truly the medicine for all our worries. 

We should therefore go to him in prayer via trust and faithfulness.  

As troubled society and Christian community in face of this pandemic, let us pray 

that we may abide in Jesus and experience the eternal presence of the Father. Let us pray 

also that we may learn that apart from Him, we can do nothing. When we follow Jesus, 

our troubles, struggles, anxieties and sadness will turn into joy. Jesus Master, the Way, 

the Truth and the Life, have mercy on us! 
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