
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD (SOLEMNITY) 

Acts 1:1-11 

Ephesians 1:17-23 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 It should be noted that for many Scripture scholars, Ascension of the Lord should 

not be thought of as a historical commemoration. Indeed, the New Testament treats the 

Ascension as an integral part of the Easter event. The earlier Easter narratives depict the 

appearances of Jesus after his resurrection as manifestations of the already risen and 

ascended Christ. Thus, Saint Paul could include his encounter with the risen Christ in his 

Damascus experience (Acts of the Apostles, 9: 1-19) among the appearances in 1 Cor. 15. 

Other appearance narratives (Luke and John) have the tendency to separate the 

Resurrection and Ascension, but still they are not regarded as two successive events. 

They are separated in order to contemplate the meaning of two aspects of a single, 

indivisible event. When this separation occurs, the Ascension seems to be variously 

located on Easter Sunday evening as seen in Luke 24:1-52; sometime between the 

appearance to Mary Magdalene and appearance to Thomas as seen in John 20:1-29; and 

lastly after the forty days as seen in Acts 1:1-11. 

On the Solemnity of Ascension, we remember how Jesus was “taken up, after 

giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.” The 

Ascension of the Lord is an integral part of our faith. It comes forty days after the 

resurrection event. The glory of the Ascension of the Lord assures us of eternal glory and, 

at the same time, it reminds us of the second coming of the Lord. As Paul says, through 

the Ascension of the Lord, our hearts are enlightened; we come to share in the riches of 

his glory and inherit the greatness of his power for us who believe. The Ascension of the 

Lord as Saint Augustine says enables us to be with Jesus, because where the head is, the 

body must also be. The Ascension of the Lord is not a final act in the earthly ministry of 

Jesus Christ but it is about a new way of being here and now. Jesus has completed his 

Father’s mission here on earth and he now rules with all authority and intercedes with all 

sympathy as our mediator and high priest in the presence of the Father. Although the 

event of the Ascension is only depicted in Luke-Acts, each Gospel narrative in its own 



way describes the exaltation of the risen Jesus and what it meant for his disciples. 

Today’s Gospel is Matthew’s account. 

 It is an event, which the evangelist Luke presents with anthropomorphic colouring 

as a physical locomotion from terrestrial to celestial plane. Although Jesus has ascended 

to the Father, he is still present with the Church in his Spirit, which continues to guide 

and animate the Church in her missionary endeavours. The Ascension, thus, marks the 

absence-presence of Jesus—it is not a “Deus absconditus” (an absconded God) or a 

“Deus otiosus” (a God no longer relevant or useful to humanity). As Jesus has ascended 

to the Father after completing his earthly ministry, he has entrusted the same ministry to 

his disciples and to all the faithful to continue with the propagation of the Gospel 

message. 

 In other words, Matthew’s Gospel concludes with what is often called the Great 

Commission. Appearing to the eleven on the mountain, the usual site of divine revelation 

in the Bible, Jesus reveals his new status and universal authority as risen Lord. “All 

power in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” he declares. He will exercise this 

power on earth by sharing it with his disciples. So he authorizes them to make disciples 

of all nations. 

 This is the vision of Saint Paul’s letter to the Ephesians too when he says that the 

power of God put to work in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his 

right hand, “far above every principality, authority, power and dominion,” is now at work 

in the Church which is his body. This means that the Church (you and me—the Christ 

faithful and ambassadors) have to go to the ends of the earth to be his witnesses. We have 

a mission to fulfil by moving out of our comfort zones to the dusty roads of suffering and 

struggle with the good news. We have been assured of the accompaniment of the Lord in 

our mission: “….and behold, I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

 Let me share this story with you. This story is about the discussion between Jesus 

and Angel Gabriel shortly after Ascension. As Jesus went up to heaven, the Angel 

Gabriel was standing there. And as soon as he saw Jesus walking around heaven, he said 

to Jesus, “How come you’re home so early? What happened? And Jesus says, “Well, I 

was going to stay a long time with these people, but what they did was that they took me 

out and crucified me and now, I’m here.” And so Angel Gabriel said, “You mean you 



failed? And he said, “Well, not exactly, because before I left, I did have a little time and 

what I did was to prepare this group of disciples whom I loved and they loved me. And I 

prepared and told them everything I knew and sent them out in my place. “And I said to 

them, “Now, you go and tell everyone in the whole world, and tell them that God has 

forgiven them everything and teach them all the things that I have taught you: how to 

forgive and how to care and how to love and all these lovely things.” And of course, the 

Angel Gabriel, being a little cynical, says, “Suppose they fail?” And then Jesus kind of 

shrugs his shoulders and he looks up to the sky and he says, “I have no other plans.”  

My friends think of this expression, “I have no other plans.” The salvation of the 

whole world is in our hands. We have been given it. We’ve been given the power and 

we’ve been given everything and, now, if the world is to be saved, Jesus is depending on 

us. But Jesus will come along. He will come along and be our guardian, and he will never 

be far from us. The question for us today is to reflect how authentically as an individual 

have I been able to discharge my missionary mandate to its fullness? Do I recognize the 

implication of the great commissioning which the Lord has entrusted to me at the end of 

each Eucharistic celebration via the invitation of a Deacon or Priest in these words, “Go 

in the peace of Christ,”? Or “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.”?  

This missionary mandate from Jesus to his disciples continues today. As 

recipients and messengers of this divine mission, let us recognize that we are not alone in 

this work of Evangelization. Jesus is always there with us because of his divine 

assurance, “I will be with you until the end of the age.”   
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