
 

 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY (SOLEMNITY) 

Acts 2:1-11 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

John 20: 19-23 

 Pentecost was originally Jewish feast, celebrated 50th day after Easter. It is an 

event commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles as they celebrated 

the ancient Jewish feast of Shabuoth (feast of weeks—a thanksgiving for the grain 

harvest) which marks the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. Within the context 

of Christianity however, the Solemnity of Pentecost commemorates the descending, 

indwelling and transforming act of the Holy Spirit as well as marks the birthday of the 

nascent Church. The Acts of the Apostles presents this event in phenomenal imagery—a 

strong rushing wind and tongues of fires. These are symbolic signs that depict the 

presence of the Holy Spirit as power that purifies. Pentecost also marks the unity of the 

Church symbolized in the gift of tongues with the nations comprehending one another. 

The diverse gifts of the Spirit have to be used for the service of the Church and humanity.  

Today’s readings present us with not one but two accounts of the Pentecost event. 

In the first reading, we have Luke’s as it appears in Acts of the Apostles, and in the 

Gospel according to John, which is set not on the Jewish feast of Pentecost but on Easter 

evening. Both readings relate the same extraordinary occurrence: the assembled disciples 

receive the Holy Spirit which arrives in the form of moved air (wind in Acts, breath in 

John’s Gospel) and are sent to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. They 

proceed immediately—Peter to the Jews gathered in Jerusalem in Acts of the Apostles 

and the disciples to Thomas in the Gospel according to John. 

 In telling his story, Luke models his narrative on the manifestation of God on 

Sinai when, with loud peals of thunder, “the Lord came down upon it with fire” (Exodus 

19: 16, 18); the pattern for John’s version is the second story of creation in Genesis, 

where God blew the breath of life into the clay figure who became thereby a living being 

(Genesis 2:7). Summarily, it could be said that today’s readings illustrate the unity in 



diversity that Saint Paul preaches to the Corinthians as the unique or hallmark of the one 

Spirit. 

 “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. This promise was 

fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. The consequence of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

was indeed indescribable and dramatic. The Holy Spirit also gives the apostles the power 

to speak foreign languages. Each one was able to understand the discourse of the apostles 

in his/her language. Pentecost indeed marks the birthday of the Church; for on this day, 

there is a gathering of all the nations, which cuts across cultural and linguistic divides. In 

spite of the linguistic divergence, there is mutual understanding in contradistinction to 

what transpired on Tower of Babel. This means that the Holy Spirit brings people of all 

times, races and nations together under his wing. The Spirit binds everyone together in 

perfect unity. It is in “one Spirit that we are all baptized in one body,” says Saint Paul. 

Today’s event invites us to break down walls, which separate us from other people or 

from each other.  

Secondly, the Spirit has brought the Apostles out from behind closed doors, 

making them bold and courageous to speak out in the open about Jesus Christ. The Holy 

Spirit is the Spirit of courage and zeal for God. The disciples, who were huddled together 

for fear of the Jews after the Ascension of the Lord, became courageous and confident 

enough to proclaim to the world that ‘Jesus is Lord’. It was a life-changing experience for 

them. Jesus himself on several occasions had promised that “when the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth”. Now with the coming of the Holy Spirit, they 

have no fear and hesitation to proclaim to the world that Jesus is Lord and Saviour. 

Moreover, Peter’s speech on the day of Pentecost is an indication of the same reasoning. 

It is the Holy Spirit who gives us the courage to live and act as true witnesses of Christ in 

word and deed.  

It is the Holy Spirit who empowers us to pray as we ought, to work as we ought, 

to live as we ought. It is the Holy Spirit who blesses us with true peace and joy of 

knowing and living with Christ in all our life situations. The same Spirit that empowered 

the disciples on Pentecost day is in each of us, empowering, enabling and emboldening us 

to live as true Christians. Saint Paul tells us in today’s second reading that no one can say 

that Jesus is Lord except through the Spirit. Thirdly, it is through the working of the Holy 



Spirit that we can receive the gift of forgiveness and healing, as Jesus says in today’s 

gospel: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” The Holy Spirit is sent for a purpose…to 

remind the disciples of the teachings of Jesus and to instruct them further; to invest the 

apostles with the authority to forgive sins; to build up the faith and unity of the Christian 

community through various gifts of the Spirit. Today, there is a major renewal of interest 

in the Holy Spirit and spiritual charisms. Unfortunately, however, many ‘gifts of the 

Spirit’ are restricted to spectacular, extraordinary and momentary phenomena which 

often become a cause of rivalry, conflict and division. Charisms that build up faith and 

unity in the Christian community, lead to greater understanding, forgiveness and service, 

are true signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

 Finally may dear friends, we are the Church of Pentecost. Jesus sends the Holy 

Spirit to us that we may become true sons and daughters of God. Every time we grant or 

receive forgiveness; every time we show concrete signs of reconciliation, justice, 

fraternity, openness, honesty, active charity; every time we transit a genuine faith, every 

time we confess that Jesus Christ is Lord; every time we allow the Spirit to use us 

through his many gifts; every time we resist temptation, we experience a new Pentecost. 

Anyone who wishes to make right choices in the affairs of life, to discern the truth in all 

occasions, to avoid sin and every occasion of sin must be disposed to receive the Holy 

Spirit. Give the Holy Spirit the space to direct your life. He is a person you can receive 

and experience. Lord, send forth your spirit and renew the face of the earth.    
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