
Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 22, 2020    
The Lord of all gives sight to the blind. 

 
The bishop has instructed that all intentions be maintained.   

Please note:  All Mass intentions scheduled for March 14 – 22, 2020 were said privately by Father Francis. 
Father Francis will be saying the following Masses privately: 

 
Tue, Mar 24 9:00 am Maria Ammerata by Ann Rainville 
Wed, Mar 25 9:00 am John & Mary Wilkolaski by Stan 
Thu, Mar 26 9:00 am Peter, Michael, & Mark McLellan by Evelyn 

Fri, Mar 27 9:00 am Gaetane Trudel 
Sat, Mar 28 4:00 pm Ron Fournier by His Family 
Sun, Mar 29 9:00 am For the intentions of all Parishioners by Father Francis 
 11:00 am For a favor received by Theresa Taillefer 
  Michael Tremblay by Pat Porter 

 

PRAYER LINE:  In sorrow and suffering, go straight to God with confidence, and you will be 

strengthened, enlightened and instructed.  If you or any member of your family, or anyone you know, is sick, 
in distress or experiencing troubling times, we invite you to call the Parish Office to place that person on our 
prayer list. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:   
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED:  Aline Martin 

 

 
Sunday, Mar 15, 2020 $330.00 
Building Fund balance to date $59 960.02 

Thank you for your generous contributions! 

 

Wisdom Quote 

“Expect great things from God; attempt great things 
for God.”  
William Carey 

 

Prayer for Families  

Jesus, walk beside me.  Live in me.  Help me find you 
today.  Forgive me.  Fill my life with everything you 
know I need, for that will always be enough. Amen. 
 

Family Activity 

Weather permitting, go outside and find some small 
piece of nature that reminds you that God is at work in 
our world.  It could be some snow, a pine cone, a rock, 
etc. (If the weather is bad, cut out pictures from a 
magazines!  Bring it back to the table and share it with 
others. 

 

Holy Week Liturgies 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Holy Week Liturgies 
have been cancelled.  You will find options to view 
these Masses at home contained within the bulletin. 
 

Church Bulletin Advertising 

Liturgical Publications will be setting up the 
advertisements for our church bulletin.  The 
advertising will begin in June 2020 & supports the 
bulletin service.  Please support the bulletin and 
advertise your product or service.  Call Liturgical 
Publications at 1-800-268-2637. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Mar 23 – Mar 29, 2020 

Monday Isaiah 65.17-21; John 4.43-54 

Tuesday Ezekiel 47.1-9, 12; John 5.1-16 

Wednesday Isaiah 7.10-14, 8.10;  
Hebrews 10.4-10; Luke 1.26-38 

Thursday Exodus 32.7-14; John 5.18, 31-47 

Friday Wisdom 2.1, 12-22;  
John 7.1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday Jeremiah 11.18-20; John 7.40-53 

Sunday Ezekiel 37.12-14; Romans 8.8-11;  
John 11.1-45 

 

Embracing Stewardship: 
Jesus said, “We must do the work of the one who 

sent me.” John 9:4 
Often we choose our stewardship work, but 
sometimes it comes to us unexpectedly, as if from 
God.  In either case, we are called to rise to the 
occasion in spite of the challenge and hardship of 
the task. 



Celebrate Holy Week and Easter with EWTN: 

Learn more about your Faith during the holiest 
time of the year with EWTN’s first rate movies, 
documentaries, musicals, children’s programs, 
and much more!  Join in the celebration of Mass 
from Rome and Washington, D.C.  Get program 
details at www.ewtn.com & visit 
www.ewtn.com/channelfinder to find a station 
near you!  Also, during Lent, be sure to visit the 
special Lent website by EWTN, 
www.ewtn.com/lent. 

 

Clarity at last 

Darkness and light are biblical 
themes that invite us to take an 
internal sight exam. How clearly do 
we see? Like the man in today’s 
gospel, we’re all born blind into a 
world grown accustomed to the 
blurred vision of habitual sin. We 

view most decisions in terms of what’s in it for 
us. It’s difficult and challenging to climb up to a 
higher point of view to ask: What will serve the 
common good? Today, we pray that our Elect will 
have the grace to seek and attain that higher 
ground. And might we too ask for the same? 

“What do you have to say about him, since he 

opened your eyes?” 
Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 

 
CWL News 

The Catholic Women's 

League Pancake and Sausage 

Breakfast and Bake Sale 
previously scheduled for 
Sunday, March 29th, 2020 
after the 9 am and 11 am 
Masses has been cancelled.  

 
Social Distancing 

- Limiting the number of people you come 
into close contact with. 

- Maintaining a distance of 2 metres (6 feet) 
from other people. 

- Avoiding non-essential trips outside your 
home. 

- Postponing or cancelling gatherings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, 

I pray for all who have become sick or died by 

the coronavirus that has been spreading around 

the world. 

In your mercy and compassion, deliver us from 

this disease, 

in your holy wisdom, guide all who are working 

to contain the outbreak, 

in your steadfast love, bring healing to all your 

children who have become sick, 

welcome into your arms the ones that died, 

comfort the ones they left behind. 

In faith, I place my trust in you. 

In hope, I turn to you in my time of need. 

In love, I give glory to your name. 

In gratitude, I will praise you with my life. 

In your Son’s name I pray. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

The Seringueiros: protectors in peril 

On reserves created by the Brazilian state, the 
seringueiros tap rubber trees and gather nuts and 
fruits for subsistence.  But their lands are now 
coveted by powerful loggers, hunters, ranchers, 
soybean farmers, etc.  They are facing increasing 
threats, intimidation and persecution.  Despite 
these hardships, the seringueiros prefer remaining 
in place to tend their beloved forest. 
Development and Peace’s partner, the Pastoral 
Land Commission (CPT), supports the 
seringueiros by documenting violations of their 
rights and by helping them legally contest the 
seizure of their lands.  “Those who want to help 

us should immediately come to see what is 

happening here so that we may keep the forest 

standing.” – Ederson Chaves Dias, seringueiro, 
Angelim Reserve, Machadinho d’Oeste 
Watch the seringueiros’ testimony at 
devp.org/campaign/seringueiros. 
 

Beginning Tuesday, March 17, Word on Fire will be 
offering daily Mass for the foreseeable future.  Join 
Word on Fire CEO Fr. Steve Grunow, right here 
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass. 

 
 
 

Join Father Daniele as he 
celebrates weekend liturgies at 

www.holynamestalphonsus.com. 



Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) 

1 Samuel 16.1b, 6-7, 10-13 or Exodus 13.21-22 

Ephesians 5.8-14 

John 9.1-41 

Themes of blindness/sight, darkness/light summarize today’s Sunday liturgy. The 

healing of the man born blind in the Gospel of John is another one of those scriptural 

texts that has always figured prominently in the preparation of catechumens for Baptism. 

Studying the text closely reveals the presence of some baptismal symbols: water, light 

and newfound life in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus encounters a man born blind and his disciples request to know who was 

responsible for his misfortune. In response and contrary to the predominant worldview of 

the time that poverty and disease were punishment for sin, Jesus asserts that neither the 

man nor his parents are responsible for the blindness.  

Blaming those who are ill or the most vulnerable in our society means pushing 

them deeper into plight. Rather, it prevents them from taking appropriate measures to get 

out of their predicament. Claiming to be true children of light can too easily lead to 

crusades exposing the darkness of others. The answer lies in today’s first reading. “Not as 

man sees does God see,” God tells Samuel, “because man sees the appearance but the 

Lord looks into the heart.” 

Today in our society, we still find this type of human reality and as Christians, we 

believe in a God who is eager and ready to forgive us any time we repent of our wrong 

doings. God’s mercy is always available to those who seek him with sincere heart. Let us 

refrain from certain stereotyped beliefs, worldviews and practices that make mockery of 

those experiencing one difficult situation or another. United in mind and heart especially 

within this challenging moment, let us show solidarity and love to others so that the 

message of the gospel may bear much fruits. 

 

Fr. Francis Chidi Ezenezi 

St. Peter’s the Apostle Roman Catholic Parish 

North Bay, ON  

March 22, 2020       


