
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

The raising of Lazarus is the third text from John that traditionally has been used 

to prepare catechumens for Baptism. In this, the greatest of Jesus’ signs, baptismal 

catechesis comes to climax. As the dead man Lazarus comes out of the tomb alive, the 

mission of Jesus is most fully expressed. “I came so that they may have life and have it 

more abundantly” (Jn 10:10). Inspired by Martha’s proclamation of her faith in Jesus, the 

unique and powerful identity of Christ becomes unquestionable reality, “I am the 

resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone 

who lives and believes in me will never die” (Jn 11:25-26).  

In Romans, Paul develops what this means for us who believe in Jesus and have 

been baptized in his name. By virtue of the Spirit of Christ which we received at Baptism, 

we are caught up in his resurrection and can be sure that some day even our mortal bodies 

will share his life. This is evident in the first reading of today. 

Prophet Ezekiel presents a powerful biblical imagery, which speaks of the 

restoration of Israel after the Babylonian exile. God promises to bestow his Spirit upon 

the people so they will live. History shows that God continues to raise his people from 

their situation of degradation and restoring them to new life. In other words, the new life 

God gives through the Spirit brings communities as well as individuals to life.  

Let us pray that God may transform our entire being into new creatures in Christ 

especially within this challenging moment. We continue to show support and solidarity to 

one another. 
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