
 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

1 Peter 3:15-18 

John 14:15-21 

In the Gospel reading of today, Jesus tells his disciples, “If you love me, you will 

keep my commandments.” A resolute and committed observation of God’s 

commandments leads his disciples to God, who loves them unconditionally. When we are 

ready to love him with all our hearts, our rewards are great: the Father will show his love 

for us and the Son will love us and show himself to us. The one who believes and obeys 

Christ’s word is loved by God. To keep alive the love we have for God and get us rooted 

into it, Jesus offers us his Holy Spirit to be with us forever. Thus, Jesus reassures his 

disciples in today’s Gospel reading that he will not leave them orphans. “I will come to 

you,” he says, through the presence of the Paraclete, the other Advocate (The Holy Spirit) 

the Father will give them in Jesus’ name. Orphans are those who do not have anyone to 

support or guard them. Like widows, orphans are usually poor, neglected and vulnerable. 

Jesus promises the same Holy Spirit, the Counsellor, to be with them for ever. This 

Counsellor is the spirit of truth. The Holy Spirit becomes the Advocate between heaven 

and earth via the Church and its members.  

Since the world neither sees nor knows this Advocate, the Spirit of truth, then as 

Peter teaches in the second reading, believers in Jesus must “always be ready to give an 

explanation to anyone who asks you the reason for your hope.” He advises them to be 

ready to answer their adversaries with a defence of gentleness and reverence. Peter on the 

other hand, imagines a situation of open hostility to the Gospel in which the early 

Christians are being made to suffer for doing good. But however hostility to the Gospel is 

couched; it must be met with courage and bold witness, inspired by the Spirit of truth. 

Philip is an example of such bold witness in today’s reading from the Acts of the 

Apostles. Driven out of Jerusalem by severe persecution of the early Church, he makes 

his way to the city of Samaria and proclaims the Messiah to the people there. The Gospel, 



preached by Philip in word and deed, brings great joy to that city, a joy that is confirmed 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit nourishes, heals, and organizes us to mutually live and function 

as one family and to proclaim Christ (cf. Catechism of Catholic Church, CCC 739). 

Through Christ’s spirit, we will be able to abide in him in order to bear much fruits. As 

an example, it is very logical and obvious that nothing on earth can survive without its 

source of life. If we buy electric wires, fix the bulbs on the lamp holders but not plugged 

in a socket with electricity, it may remain for ages but we can never have light. It must be 

connected to the source. Jesus has told us that he is the life giver and truly he is. We can 

have life only if we are connected with and to the life giver. Jesus uses a beautiful 

analogy of the vine and branches (John 15:1-26) to educate us on the importance of 

abiding in him. 

To abide in him means: total dependence on him; total submission to him; total 

obedience to him; total commitment to him; total abandonment to him and total as well as 

genuine love for him. With these, we are truly sure that we are connected to him. We 

pray for the spirit of docility so that we may always abide in him. Let us also believe in 

the promise of the Lord and pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that we may 

not be desolate and orphaned. May you be prepared for the sanctifying power and fresh 

anointing of the Holy Spirit within this unprecedented time of Covid-19 and throughout 

the remaining parts of the year. Peace of God be with you! 
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