
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

1 Peter 2:20b-25 

John 10:1-10 

 The Church invites us to reflect on the image of Christ as the Good Shepherd. On 

this Good Shepherd and Vocations Sunday, Jesus reveals his self-sacrificing life as he 

contrasts the good Shepherd who owns the sheep with a hired person. The readings 

beautifully bear eloquent testimony to this image of Christ who is the good Shepherd. 

The good Shepherd is the one that lays down his life for his flock.  

The Jewishness of Jesus and the early Church is evident in all three of today’s 

readings. In the first reading which is Peter’s kerygmatic sermon at Pentecost is a direct 

appeal to the whole house of Israel in which he affirms that God has made Jesus both 

Messiah and Lord. Peter announces this as good news for Jews first, for the promise 

belongs to them and to their children, and then “to all those far off, whomever the Lord 

our God will call.” In the second reading, he reminds us that we have all gone astray like 

sheep but have now come back to the Shepherd and guardian of our souls. Peter 

appropriates the language of Isaiah’s fourth song of the suffering servant (cf. 52:13—

53:12) to speak about Jesus who “bore our sins in his body on the cross.” Saint John in 

the gospel narrative affirms that Jesus is not only the good Shepherd but the gatefold that 

leads to the sheepfold. In other words, Jesus is the way to salvation. 

 Jesus outlines the characteristics of an authentic Shepherd and shows how we can 

recognize him. It is essentially true to underline that one of the beautiful pictures I admire 

so much in my ministry as a priest is the picture or imagery of the Good Shepherd. We 

can see his total dedication to the point of giving his life to his sheep. The character of the 

sheep is such that they can never be on the right track unless they listen and follow the 

shepherd. The sheep have no natural sense of direction, they do not seem to know which 

way to go in life, they are incapable of caring for themselves on their own and they are 

weak animals. They can easily get weary and have no defensive instincts when a predator 

tries to attack them. Jesus, by referring to himself as the good Shepherd, wants to teach us 

how weak and helpless we are and how he would go to any lengths to save us. Jesus is 



the genuine, committed and never-compromising Shepherd, who is ever ready to sacrifice 

even his life for his followers. He leads, protects and guides us to the safest pastures of 

life. Jesus is the real Shepherd, in contrast to all those who solemnly claim to be leaders 

of the people but actually are in search of power and pelf. Only Jesus the good Shepherd, 

who is not a paid servant, knows his sheep and has offered his life in order to snatch them 

away from the wolves which try to plunder and disperse them. In Jesus we have the good 

Shepherd who “bore our sins in his body on the tree,” who was wounded and killed to 

save his sheep. The interest and care of this Shepherd is not limited to the sheep that are 

with him; there are other sheep, dispersed and far, which he wants to gather so that the 

shepherd and all the sheep would be united. 

 The allegory of the Shepherd reflects directly the person and the mission of 

Christ. His self-surrendering for his sheep is absolutely the reason for which the Father 

loves him. The owner of the sheep is definitely the Father and that is why he who gives 

his life for the sheep is loved by the Father. The principle of belonging to the sheepfold is 

that of mutual belonging and true communion between the Shepherd and the sheep. Thus, 

it should be a communion as deep and indissoluble as the communion between the Father 

and the Son.  

Jesus’ self-portrait in today’s responsorial psalm (Ps. 23) assures us of his 

unconditional love and his selfless commitment to ensure our security and protection in 

fulfilment of his promise that he has come in order that we may have life and have it 

more abundantly (cf. John 10:10). Like sheep, we, his disciples, are vulnerable and 

susceptible to many failures, wounds and temptations in our lives. Jesus becomes our 

strength who helps overcome our weaknesses. Our responsibility is to ‘serve the God we 

know and know the God we serve’. Let us pray that we may be enabled to hear Jesus 

telling us, “I am the Door. Whoever enters through me will be saved.” 
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