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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
The Church is talking about youth 

In the early years of his service as Pope, John Paul 
II began a series of meetings for the youth of the 
world.  These meetings – known as World Youth 
Day gatherings – take place in various parts of the 
world every three years or so. 
 
Pope Francis has asked the Bishops of the world to 
focus on young people during the next meeting of 
the Synod of Bishops, scheduled to take place in 
Rome in October 2018.  The theme that has been 
chosen for that gathering is Youth, faith and vocational 
discernment. 
 
On January 13 of this year, Pope Francis announced 
plans to hold this important meeting.  He also wrote 
a special letter addressed to young people 
throughout the world, telling them the good news 
that they would be the focus of the Bishops’ 
discussion. 
 
That same day, a Preparatory Document was issued.  
His Holiness has entrusted this document to young 
people and to all the faithful.  It is his hope that this 
Document will serve as a compass on the journey 
that will lead us to next year’s Synod and beyond. 
 
In the Book of Genesis, God said to Abraham: Go 
from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you (Gn 12:1).  These words 
are now being addressed to the youth of today.  
God our Father is inviting our young people to go, 
to set out toward a future that is unknown, but one 
that will surely lead to fulfillment, a future toward 
which He himself is accompanying them.  Pope 
Francis invites all youth to hear God’s voice resounding in 
their hearts through the breath of the Holy Spirit (Letter to 
Youth, 13 January 2017). 
 
Saint John’s gospel reminds us that some of Jesus’ 
disciples once asked him: Teacher, where are you 
staying?  In reply, he encouraged them to come and see 

(Jn 1:38).  Jesus looks to our youth and invites them 
to come along, to follow him. 
 
We must dare to encourage our young people to 
pay attention: Have you noticed Jesus looking toward you?  
Have you heard his voice?  Have you felt the urge to set out 
on this journey?  Surely, despite the noise and 
confusion that seems to be prevalent in the world, 
Jesus’ call continues to resonate in the depths of our 
young people’s hearts, opening them to the gift of 
joy in all its fullness. 
 
It is possible for everyone to open their hearts to 
Jesus’ gift of joy if we learn how to set out on a 
journey of discernment in order to discover God’s 
plan for our lives.  Even when the journey is 
uncertain, even when our young people fall, God, 
who is rich in mercy, will always extend his hand 
and help them to get up again. 
 
At the beginning of the last World Youth Day 
celebrations in Kraków, Poland, Pope Francis asked 
the youth who were gathered there: Can we change 
things? ... and they answered with a resounding Yes! 
Young hearts do not tolerate injustice and cannot 
bow to a throw-away culture, nor will they give in to 
the globalization of indifference.  Young people 
today need to learn to listen to the inner cry that 
arises from their hearts.  Even when they feel like 
the prophet Jeremiah – too young and 
inexperienced – God continues to encourage them 
to go where he sends them: Do not be afraid ... because 
I am with you to deliver you (Jer 1:8). 
 
Pope Francis calls to our young people: A better 
world can be built ... as a result of your efforts, your desire to 
change and your generosity.  Do not be afraid to listen to the 
Spirit who proposes bold choices; do not delay when your 
conscience asks you to take risks in order to follow Jesus.  
The Church also wishes to listen to your voice, your 
sensitivities and your faith ... even your doubts and your 
criticisms.  Make your voices heard, let them resonate in 
communities and let them be heard by your Bishops. 
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