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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Happy Easter! 

This is the first newsletter that I have addressed to 
you since we celebrated Easter Sunday, so I want to 
say Happy Easter to all of you. 
 
The world around us would have us believe that 
Easter is all over now – after all, we celebrated it on 
April 16th didn’t we?  The truth is that the Church 
began the celebration of the Easter season on Easter 
Sunday, and the party continues for fifty days – until 
the Solemnity of Pentecost (which will be celebrated 
on June 4. 
 
During the early years of the Church, Christians 
would greet one another during the season of 
Easter with the joyful words: He is risen!  Alleluia!  In 
fact, in some parts of the world, people still greet 
one another in this way.  Can you imagine how 
people might react if we were to greet them with 
these words all throughout the liturgical season of 
Easter? 
 
At Eastertime, we celebrate the joy of Jesus’ 
resurrection.  Before Jesus rose from the dead, no 
one else had ever done that, no one had ever come 
back from the dead, but he appeared to Mary 
Magdalene and to the apostles.  Their joy was 
overwhelming.  They ran from place to place 
greeting one another with joy: He is risen!  Alleluia! 
 
Remembering a mother who is a 

saint 

A few years ago, while I was travelling with some 
young people in Northern Italy, we had an 
opportunity to visit with Pietro Molla, a retired 
engineer who at the time was well into his 90s.  
Pietro’s wife, Gianna Beretta Molla, was canonized 

by Pope Saint John Paul II on 16 May 2004, just 
one year before I was in Northern Italy and had the 
chance to meet him. 
 
Gianna was a medical doctor, a wife, a mother, a 
woman who lived her faith every day.  Together 
with Pietro, she had four children.  While she was 
pregnant for her fourth child, she developed fibrous 
tumors on her uterus.  Doctors gave Gianna three 
choices: an abortion, a hysterectomy or removal of 
only the fibrous growths.  The Catholic Church 
forbids all abortions but Catholic teaching would 
have allowed her to undergo a hysterectomy which 
would have caused the death of her unborn child as 
an unintended consequence. 
 
Gianna chose the third option – to have the tumors 
removed – because she wanted to preserve her 
child’s life.  She told the doctors that her baby’s life 
was more important than her own life.  On 21 April 
1962 – Holy Saturday – Gianna went to hospital, 
where her third child, Gianna Emanuela, was 
successfully delivered by Caesarean section.  
However, Gianna continued to have severe pain 
and eventually died seven days after having given 
birth.On 24 April 1994, Pope Saint John Paul II 
beatified Gianna.  Ten years later, Pietro and his 
children – including Gianna Emanuela (who is a 
doctor of geriatrics) – were present in Saint Peter’s 
Square to witness Gianna’s canonization.  It was the 
first time in history that a husband witnessed the 
canonization of his wife. 
 
Saint Gianna’s feastday is observed on April 28 – 
the day her earthly life was transformed into 
heavenly glory. 


