
299 Airport Road, North Bay, ON Telephone 705-472-1817 stpeters@cogeco.net 

Informing Faith 

Building connections for the sake of the children 
between the parish of Saint Peter the Apostle 

our schools and our homes 
 

February 17, 2017 
 
 
 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Celebrating our faith 
This past Tuesday (February 14), we observed Valentine’s 
day.  Did you know that there was actually a person 
known as Saint Valentine? 
 
He was a priest who lived nearly 1700 years ago in Rome.  
Father Valentine answered God’s call to the priesthood 
at a time when it wasn’t easy to be a Catholic, and it was 
actually dangerous to be a priest or a bishop. 
 
The early Church was being brutally persecuted by 
Emperor Claudius II (214-270 AD), but that didn’t stop 
the young priest.  He knew that the Christian faith was 
the only remedy for the society in which he lived, 
especially regarding the teachings that society promoted 
regarding the relationship between a man and a woman 
as husband and wife. 
 
The Emperor had issued an edict prohibiting the 
marriage of young people.  This was based on the belief 
that unmarried soldiers fought better than married 
soldiers because married soldiers might be afraid of what 
might happen to their families if they died in battle. 
 
Saint Valentine took that edict as a challenge.  He made it 
his personal mission to share the Catholic vision of 
marriage and the graces that are granted through the 
Sacrament of Matrimony with all those who would listen 
to him.  He even went one step further: he would secretly 
marry as many couples as he could. 
 
Father Valentine was eventually caught, imprisoned and 
tortured for performing marriage ceremonies against the 
edict of Emperor Claudius II, but even while he was in 
prison, Father Valentine found ways to continue with his 
mission. 
 
One of the men who was to judge him was named 
Asterius.  He had a daughter who was blind.  Saint 
Valentine prayed with her and healed the young girl with  
 

 
 
 
 
such charity and compassion that Asterius himself 
became a Christian. 
 
In the year 269 AD, Father Valentine was sentenced to 
execution because of his stand on Christian marriage.  
The last words he wrote were in a note addressed to the 
daughter of Asterius.  He signed his note: from your 
Valentine.   
 
What does it really mean to be someone’s Valentine?  
There comes a time when you have to lay your life on the 
line for what you believe, and with the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we can do just that – just like Saint Valentine did. 

 

Lent is coming 
The liturgical season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 
which will be observed this year on March 1.  There will 
be two Masses celebrated at Saint Peter the Apostle on 
that day: the first will begin at 9:30am and include 
students from Saint Luke’s school, and the second will 
begin at 7:00pm that night.  In both cases, we will bless 
and distribute ashes during the celebration of the liturgy. 
 
Deacons and DOWs from our parish will visit Saint 
Hubert’s and Holy Cross schools on Ash Wednesday to 
celebrate Liturgies of the Word in those schools and to 
distribute ashes to students and staff members in those 
schools. 
 
On Ash Wednesday, Christians have ashes placed upon 
their foreheads as a reminder that we are all sinners and 
in need of God’s mercy.  During the Season of Lent, we 
focus on God’s love for us, fasting from habits, practices 
that might distract us from focusing our attention on 
God; renewing our efforts to pray every day, recognizing 
God’s goodness to us and thanking him for the gift of his 
love; and sharing the blessings we have received from the 
Lord with those we meet, especially the poor, the 
disadvantaged and those who need our help. 
 
As we prepare for Lent, let us ask Saint Valentine to pray 
for us, so that we can be living signs of God’s love.  


