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Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Celebrating our faith 
On Thursday of this week, we celebrated the liturgical 
memorial of Saint Polycarp, a bishop who served in the 
early church and who is one of our Church’s martyrs. 
 
Who was Saint Polycarp?  He was a disciple of Saint 
John.  He learned about Jesus from listening to Saint 
John and to others who had known Jesus while he 
walked on this earth.  In time, John ordained Saint 
Polycarp as a Bishop and he served as the spiritual leader 
of the Church of Smyrna, located in modern-day Turkey. 
 
The early centuries of the Church were times when it was 
not easy to be a Christian.  In addition, there were 
disagreements even among some Christians about some 
beliefs that we hold today.  In the time of Saint Polycarp, 
there was extensive discussion about the date when 
Easter was to be observed each year. 
 
Sometime around 160 AD, Saint Polycarp went to Rome 
in an attempt to solve this matter, and to ask a few other 
questions that needed to be attended to.  Some of those 
issues were solved quite quickly but the matter of Easter 
was more complicated.  Saint Polycarp followed the 
eastern practice of celebrating Easter on the 14th of Nisan 
- the same day as the Jewish observance of Passover – 
regardless of which day of the week it fell on.  However 
others who were being consulted followed the Western 
practice of celebrating Easter on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon following the Spring equinox. 
 
Saint Polycarp died as an old man.  At the age of 86 
years, he was led away to be burned at the stake.  Some 
of his non-Christian friends urged him to offer sacrifices 
to the idols and therefore save himself from a violent 
death and be able to die in peace.  He responded by 
saying: For eighty-six years, I have served Jesus Christ, and he has 
never abandoned me.  How could I curse my blessed King and 
Saviour?  You threaten me with a fire that burns for a season and 
after a little while is quenched, but you are ignorant of the fire of 
everlasting punishment that is prepared for the wicked. 

 
 
 
 
Polycarp was burned at the stake and was pierced with a 
spear for refusing to burn incense to the Roman 
Emperor.  With his dying breath, he said: I bless you Father 
for judging me worthy of this hour, so that in the company of the 
martyrs I may share the cup of Christ. 
 
Saint Polycarp offered himself as a witness to Jesus – 
that’s the meaning of the word martyr – and we too can 
be witnesses to Jesus.  We can start with something as 
simple as offering ourselves and our days to God, 
sacrificing our own wills and desires in place of God’s 
will and desire. 
 
We too can repeat the words Saint Polycarp spoke in his 
final hour:  Lord, Almighty God, father of your beloved and 
blessed son Jesus Christ, through whom we have come to know you, 
I bless you for judging me worthy of this day, this hour, so that I 
may share the cup of Christ and so rise again to eternal life in soul 
and body, immortal through the power of the Holy Spirit.  May I 
be received in your presence today as a rich and pleasing offering.  
Amen. 

 

Lent is coming 
The liturgical season of Lent will begin next Wednesday 
(March 1, 2017).  There will be two Masses celebrated at 
Saint Peter the Apostle on that day: the first will begin at 
9:30am and will include students from Saint Luke’s 
school; the second will begin at 7:00pm that night.  In 
both cases, we will bless and distribute ashes during the 
celebration of the liturgy. 
 
Deacons and DOWs from our parish will visit Saint 
Hubert’s and Holy Cross schools on Ash Wednesday to 
celebrate Liturgies of the Word in those schools and to 
distribute ashes to students and staff members in those 
schools. 
 
Ash Wednesday is day of fasting and abstinence.  That 
means that we reduce the amount of food that we 
consume on that day.  In addition, adults between the 
ages of 18 and 59 are bound to refrain from eating meat 
(or some other type of food).  The law of fasting and 
abstinence applies on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 


