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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
As you know by now, I will be leaving North Bay at 
the end of June and so this will probably be the final 
edition of this newsletter published this year.  I want 
to take a few moments to say thank you to all the 
teachers, the support staff and the parents for the 
dedication that you have shown toward helping our 
children to grow.   
 
Thank you for allowing me to be part of their lives 
too.  Each of them is a special treasure; I have 
watched them grow and mature over these past five 
years, and am sure that they will continue to do so 
under your watchful care and in God’s loving 
embrace. 
 
The Church is talking about young 
people 
I spoke in one of the former editions of this 
newsletter about the preparations that are being 
made for an upcoming meeting of Bishops that will 
take place in Rome next year.  The meeting is 
referred to as a Synod. 
 
These are opportunities for the Pope to consult 
with other Bishops and with lay people about 
certain matters that need our attention.  In 2014 and 
2015, the Synod of Bishops gathered in Rome to 
discuss the topic of the Vocation and the Mission of 
Families in the Church and in the World. 
 
Earlier this year, the Holy Father announced the 
topic for the next Synod which will gather Bishops 
and other experts to discuss Young People, the Faith 
and Discernment.  In preparation for the Synod – 
which will take place in the Fall of 2018, Pope 
Francis wrote a letter addressed to young people 
and a preparatory document has been sent to all the 
dioceses of the world. 
 
In addition, just this past week, the team of people 
in Rome who are preparing for next year’s Synod 

launched a special website so that they can consult 
with young people from as many parts of the world 
as possible.  The site is designed to promote the 
broad, interactive participation of young people all 
around the world in preparation for the discussion 
that will take place in 2018. 
 
The new website includes an online questionnaire 
addressed directly to young people.  It is available in 
a variety of languages.  Young people can submit 
their responses directly to the organizers of the 
Synod but they must do so before November 30, 
2017. 
 
The fact that the Church is focusing its attention on 
young people is exciting; the fact that they are 
looking to young people and asking for their advice 
is innovative and refreshing.  It may very well be a 
worthwhile exercise to encourage our young people 
to discuss the questions that are raised in the Holy 
Father’s letter, and in the preparatory document, 
and its exciting to think that they are being asked to 
contribute their wisdom in preparation for the 
discussions that will take place in Rome next year. 
 
Lastly ... for now 
In the coming week or so, I will have opportunities 
to meet with the students for the celebration of 
year-end Masses and graduations.  The summer 
months will provide a change from their normal 
routines, but I pray that they will also leave some 
room in their hearts during the coming months for 
wonder and awe in the presence of God. 
 
I will be moving to Elliot Lake, and beginning on 
July 1, I will do my best to use the talents that God 
has given me to help that community of faith to 
walk with God.  Please pray that God will work 
through me, using my talents to do his work there 
as He has used them here to share the gift of his 
love with all of you. 



 


