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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Celebrating our Faith 

This past week, we celebrated faith in a variety of 
ways.  In keeping with the theme chosen for this 
year, we continue to Walk forward together, 
recognizing and giving thanks to God for the 
blessings he shares with us each day. 
 
On Tuesday morning, the community at Holy Cross 
school held an appreciation breakfast for all the 
volunteers who generously give of their time 
throughout the year.  I enjoy spending time visiting 
with parents and others who come for this event.  It 
gives us a chance to get caught up, even just for a 
moment before the hectic pace of the day invades. 
 
I was also able to visit with a few of the younger 
grades at Holy Cross this week and to share some 
time meditating with them.  This simple but ancient 
practice is a wonderful way for us to make room in 
our hearts and minds to be present to God who is 
always present to us. 
 
On Wednesday morning, we were happy to 
welcome students from Saint Luke school who 
came to celebrate Mass at Saint Peter the Apostle.  
Thank you for sharing the gift of your music, your 
joy and most of all your faith with us. 
 
On Thursday morning, grade 9 students from Saint 
Joseph-Scollard Hall were at Saint Peter the Apostle 
for their retreat day.  In a setting other than their 
habitual hangouts, they continued their learning 
about Jesus, about his love for all of us and about 
the ways he is present to us, sharing the gift of 
Easter joy. 
 
 

Today (Friday), I am at the Saint Joseph 
Motherhouse along with students from grade 11.  
Together we are living a retreat day in that beautiful 
environment, thanks to the generosity of the Sisters. 
 
Two new saints 

Next weekend, Pope Francis will visit the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal.  While he is there, 
he will celebrate Mass on the Feastday of Our Lady 
(May 13) and during the Mass, he will canonize a 
brother and sister who witnessed Mary’s apparitions 
in that place. 
 
Blessed Francisco Marto was only 8 years old and 
his sister Blessed Jacinta Marto was only 7 years old 
when they first saw the vision of Our Lady.  Their 
cousin Lucia dos Santos was 19 years old at the 
time.  Francisco and Jacinta died at a very young 
age, while Lucia lived to the age of 95 years, most of 
her life spent in religious life (she was known as 
Sister Maria Lucia of the Immaculate Heart). 
 
The Virgin Mary urged the children to pray the 
rosary for the salvation of souls, something that 
they did willingly and with great conviction.  One 
hundred years after the first apparition, which took 
place on May 13, 1917, Francisco and Jacinta will be 
named Saints.  Beginning next Saturday, we will 
refer to them as Saint Francisco and Saint Jacinta of 
Fatima. 
 
This is the first time in history that children have 
been canonized at such a young age.  Together with 
the newly-named Saints, let us treasure the time we 
have to spend in the presence of children.  They 
have so much to teach us about faith.  


