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Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Present to all 
Each week, before I meet students who are arriving at 
school, I take a few moments to meet with teachers as 
they too arrive and get settled in for their day.  We take a 
few moments to chat about current affairs and about the 
joys and challenges of their day-to-day lives.  This is a 
wonderful way for me to check in and to see how the 
teachers are doing, and to let them know that I am close-
by and concerned for their well-being as well. 
 
One of the concerns that I have heard voiced is an 
interest in taking some time for quiet and for prayer 
before the school day begins.  In the coming weeks, I 
hope to be able to assist with finding a response to this 
need. 
 
In addition, there has been an interest expressed in 
building bridges with the parents of our students, 
possibly through the School Councils in our various 
schools.  It is my hope that these bulletins are already 
serving as one means of communication between the 
parish, the school and our parents, but I am also aware 
that there is a thirst among our parents for help and 
guidance as they face the challenges of parenting today. 
 
I am currently exploring a few possible ways to offer 
opportunities for our parents to gather.  These might 
include a time for prayer and reflection as well as some 
time for adult formation especially in matters pertaining to 
our faith.  Details will be forthcoming in the very near 
future. 
 

Supporting with our prayer 
There are more than 30 students currently involved in the 
preparation sessions for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
at Saint Peter the Apostle parish.  These students are 
enjoying some time with their parents and an opportunity 
to learn more about Jesus, especially his love for us and 
his willingness to forgive us if ever we should stray from 
following in his footsteps. 
 

 
 
 
 
The preparation sessions will continue on Sunday 
mornings (October 23, November 6 and 13) following 
the completion of the 9:00am Mass.  Students are invited 
to stay in the body of the church after the Mass for the 
teaching sessions. 
 
While we hope that both students and their parents are 
enjoying these lessons, we also wish to remind all parents, 
students and other parishioners to support these children 
and their parents with our prayer.  There is no stronger 
witness that can be offered to these families than the 
assurance of our prayer for them as they prepare for the 
day when they will experience the great gift of the 
Father’s mercy shown to us in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 
 

Did you know? 
This past Sunday, Pope Francis canonized seven new 
Saints.  Among these examples of holiness, there was a 
young Mexican boy by the name of José Sanchez de Rio.  
At the tender age of 13 years, he was enlisted to fight 
against the anti-Christian regime that had been 
established in that country.  All the while, José and his 
companions remained true to their faith: participating in 
the celebration of the Mass, and seeking the counsel of 
priests who were always close at hand. 
 
In those years, the first Christian martyrs were often 
spoken of, and many young people wanted to follow in 
their footsteps.  During a violent battle that took place 
on January 25, 1928 (when José was only 14 years old), 
he was captured and imprisoned. Some people tried to 
encourage him to escape and to flee, but he refused.  On 
many occasions, his captors encouraged him to deny his 
faith, but he continually cried out: Long live Christ the King!  
Long live Our Lady of Guadaloupe! A few days before his 
15th birthday, José wrote a note to his mother from his 
prison cell.  He told her: Trust in God’s will. I die happy 
because I am dying next to our Lord. A few days later, he was 
shot dead. 
 
Even at the age of 15 years, Saint José showed the 
strength of his faith.  May he intercede for all of us. 
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