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Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Soon they will all be here 
By week three of the school year, most students and 
teachers are getting used to the regular routine, but this 
third week of classes is the first week of the school year 
for some of the JK students who are arriving in new 
surroundings. 
 
I had the great joy of witnessing some of these arrivals 
this week.  To be honest, I’m not sure whether I was 
more taken with the joy and enthusiasm of the little ones 
or with the emotion on the faces and in the voices of 
their parents who were witnessing this significant 
moment in the lives of their children. 
 
At moments like this, I for one am reminded that it is 
indeed a great privilege to be entrusted with the task of 
forming and informing the children who are committed 
to our care.  By the examples that they see in the lives of 
the adults who are part of their lives, and by the 
enthusiasm we demonstrate as we go about our daily 
lives, these little ones will learn the precious lessons that 
we share with them. 
 
Let us pray for all the children, that they will discover the 
gift of faith and that they will develop a thirst for 
knowledge and come to appreciate it more and more 
every day. 
 

Jesus is calling 
Children who are in grade 3 or higher, and who have 
already been baptized, can look forward to celebrating 
two Sacraments: moments of God’s special closeness to 
his sons and daughters in the coming year. 
 
It is still not too late to register children for the 
preparation sessions that will be held in the coming 
weeks.  If parents have not yet registered their children, 
they can call the parish office (telephone number listed 
below).  We would be happy to provide all the necessary 
information and to help you in any way possible so that  
 

 
 
 
 
all those who can, have a chance to celebrate God’s great 
gifts of mercy and joy in their lives. 
 
Preparation sessions for children who would like to 
celebrate First Reconciliation will be held following the 
9:00am Mass at Saint Peter the Apostle church.  We 
invite all children who are registered to attend the Mass 
along with their parents or guardians, and then to stay for 
the sessions which will be offered on October 2, 16 and 
23 as well as November 6 and 13.   
 
We will celebrate the Sacrament of First Reconciliation 
on Thursday, November 17, 2016 beginning at 7:00pm. 
 

Did you know? 
On Tuesday of this week, September 20, Pope Francis 
travelled to Assisi (in Northern Italy) to attend a special 
Inter-religious World Day of Prayer for Peace.  Pope 
Saint John Paul II began the tradition of these gatherings 
of representatives from various religious traditions in 
1986, and every year since, there has been a meeting in 
Assisi, the birthplace of Saint Francis, to pray for the gift 
of peace. 
 
In addition to local Archbishop and the Guardian of the 
Sacred Convent of Assisi where the meeting took place, 
this meeting was also attended by a victim of the war in 
Syria, Ms. Tamar Mikalli, who fled from Aleppo, and 
who gave a witness talk.  Following her presentation, 
Patriarch Bartholomew I; Professor David Brodman, 
Rabbi of Israel; the Most Venerable Koei Morikawa, 
Patriarch of Tendai Buddhism (Japan) and Professor Din 
Syamsuddin, Chairman of the Ulema Council (Indonesia) 
addressed the assembly.  Pope Francis also addressed the 
assembly.  At the conclusion of the gathering, all the 
representatives who were there signed a special Appeal 
for Peace.  Copies of the Appeal were then entrusted to 
children from various countries around the world where 
there is war and unrest at this present moment.  The 
children were invited to present the Appeal to the leaders 
of their respective countries.   
 
Let the children lead us too.  Have a great week. Fr. Tony 
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