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Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Before you know it 
Each week, as I have the great pleasure to greet students 
as they arrive at the school, there are more and more of 
them who slowly are coming to know me.  Perhaps the 
most important part of this interaction is the hope that 
they are coming to recognize a priest who welcomes 
them and one who is just as much part of their lives as 
their teachers are. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to be present in our schools as 
often as I can.  Sometimes, I don’t even need to speak; it 
seems that the mere fact that I am walking in the school 
yard or in the hallways is enough to reassure both 
students and staff that someone is watching out for them. 
 
Questions are asked and answered both by staff and 
parents, and slowly we are building relationships of trust.  
This is the way Jesus has always invited others to follow 
him, to spend time with him, to enter into relationship 
with him.  Before you know it, strangers become friends. 
 

Jesus is calling 
Preparation classes for the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
(Confession) and Eucharist (Communion) begin this 
weekend.  Please note that all sessions will take place 
immediately following the 9:00am Mass.  We invite you 
to attend the Mass with your child(ren) and to stay 
afterward for the instructions that will be provided. 
 
Preparation sessions will take place on Sundays at Saint 
Peter the Apostle church: October 2, 16 and 23 as well as 
November 6 and 13 and the celebration of the Sacrament 
of Frist Reconciliation will take place on Thursday 
evening, November 17, 2016 beginning at 7:00pm. 
 
It is still not too late to register children.  If parents have 
not yet registered their children, they can call the parish 
office (telephone number listed below).  We would be 
happy to provide all the necessary information and to 
help you in any way possible so that they will be able 
 

 
 
 
 
to celebrate God’s great gifts of mercy and joy in their 
lives. 
 

Did you know? 
Fifty years ago, the Canadian Bishops recognized the 
need for Catholics in this country to be proactive about 
being close to our brothers and sisters in other parts of 
the world who are not as fortunate as we are.  Faith in 
Jesus Christ and commitment to living compassionate 
lives, especially for the sake of the poor and the 
marginalized has always been at the heart of the work of 
Development and Peace. 
 
Through D&P, the Church in Canada continues to show 
solidarity with millions of men and women who are 
working to ensure access to education and democracy, to 
defend the rights of their communities, to feed their 
families and to live in peace. 
 
We have also expressed our closeness to those who have 
suffered because of major humanitarian crises such as 
Hurricane Mitch in Central America, a tsunami in 
Indonesia, an earthquake in Haiti, drought in Southern 
Africa and war in Syria. 
 
Our sisters and brothers in need also count on us to take 
action to influence the decisions and policies of our 
government and our businesses, decisions that impact the 
root causes of poverty and injustice. 
 
In recent decades, members of D&P have made our 
voices, and those of many oppressed peoples, heard 
through education and mobilization against dictatorships 
in Latin America, fighting against apartheid in South 
Africa, speaking out against militarization and for the 
respect of rights by mining companies and calling for 
policies that guarantee access to water and seeds for 
farmers. 
 
Millions of people who are suffering need us to respond 
with compassion – to place ourselves at the heart of the 
action, and to come to their help.   

Have a great week. Fr. Tony 

http://www.devp.org/

