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Sun, Dec 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 pm Children’s Liturgy Mass
Ranger & Deschamps Families by Rita Ranger
7:00 pm Doreen Chauvin by Cousins, The Norman Family
Ivan Labrosse by Pat & Family
10:00 pm Raymond Carbonneau by June & Family
Rheal Gravelle by Anita & Children
Mon, Dec 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
9:00 am Tony & Alice Veltri by Victor & Sam Veltri & Families
Mary Costante by Albert Costante & Family
Gerald Guillemette by Mom & Dad
Tue, Dec 26 9:00 am Barb Kostyk by Shirley Marcotte
Wed, Dec 27 9:00 am Laura Bradley by Charles & Lynn Savard
Thu, Dec 28 9:00 am Simone Beaulieu by Rheal & Marcelle Beaulieu
Fri, Dec 29 9:00 am Andre Lamothe by Yolande Lamothe
Sat, Dec 30 5:00 pm Theresa & Al Schiavo and Maura & Leslie Mewett by Family
Sun, Dec 31 Feast of the Holy Family

9:00 am Henriette Ringuette by Kathy & Claude Ringuette & Family
Homer Gauthier by Pat Labrosse
11:00 am  For the intentions of all parishioners by Father Francis

PRAYER LINE:

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED:

If you or any member of your family, or anyone you know, is sick, in distress or experiencing
troubling times, we invite you to call the Parish Office to place that person on our prayer list.

iz Offering N\

The weekly offerings will be in next week’s bulletin.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.
Thank you for your generous contributions!

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Dec 25-31

Monday Isaiah 52.7-10; Hebrews 1.1-6; John 1.1-18
Tuesday Acts 6.8-10;7.54-59; Matthew 10.17-22
Wednesday | 1 John 1.1-4; John 20.2-8

Thursday | 1 John 1.5-2.2; Matthew 2.13-18

Friday 1 John 2.3-11; Luke 2.22-35

Saturday | 1 John 2.12-17; Luke 2.36-40

Sunday Sir 3.2-6,12-14; Col 3.12-21; Lk 2.22-40

We are in the process of preparing our system to
generate CHARITABLE RECEIPTS for 2017. If
- you have made an address change in the past year,
please contact the Parish Office (705-472-1817) so
that we can update our records.
We wish to remind our supporters that if you wish to
receive credit for contributions in 2017,

Revenue Canada does not permit charitable organizations to
backdate receipts and we are bound by that regulation. So
please have your year-end donations in by SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 31, 2017 or your donations must be
calculated as donations for 2018.

Feast of the Holy Family

5:00 pm Mass (St. Peter’s)

9:00 am Mass (St. Peter’s)

11:00 am Mass (St. Peter’s)

2:00 pm Mass (St. Elizabeth’s in Temagami)
Feast of Mary, Mother of God

. ”
9:00 am Mass (St. Peter’s)
11:30 am Mass (St. Elizabeth’s in Temagami)
Please note: The Parish Office will be closed until 9:00 am
on Wednesday, January 3, 2018.

REMINDER: Key Dates for Confirmation 2018:
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January 12, 2018 April 6, 2018
February 2, 2018 May 4, 2018 M '-”-
March 2, 2018 W7
* +
May 9, 2018 =3
6:30-8:00 pm for Candidates, Parents and Sponsors at Pro-
Cathedral Parish

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
I . + (>
WISDOM QUOTE:

“What I am is God’s gift to me. What I become is my gift
to God.” Anonymous




CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: 2017

Friends in Christ,
Kindly permit me to begin this year’s Christmas reflection with a poem written some fifteen centuries
ago by Saint Augustine of Hippo, on which he sought to recapitulate the mystery of the Incarnation.

Maker of the sun, Filling the world,

He is made under the sun. He lies in a manger.

In the Father he remains, Ruler of the stars,

From his mother he goes forth. He nurses at his mother’s bosom.
Creator of heaven and earth, He is both great in the nature of God,
He was born on earth under heaven. and small in the form of a servant.
Unspeakably wise,

He is wisely speechless.
See, St. Augustine, ‘Christmas’ The Book of Jesus, C. Miller, ed. (NY: Simon & Schuster, 1996) 139.

Christmas is a special time for us because it marks a unique moment of God’s self-communication in
human history. This self-communication reaches its unsurpassable high in the incarnation of God in the
person of Jesus Christ. *“-

- ! - / (John 1:14).

At the Christmas period, we recall the inexhaustible and gratuitous love of God upon us. A time to
know that Christ has come among us (John 10:10); a time to remember that God shares our joys and sorrows;
a time to rejoice in hope of eternal life that Jesus brings to each of us. As Christians, we are constantly being
reminded at this moment to demonstrate our unique and unreserved gratitude to God for his many blessings on
us. Another opportunity is being offered to us to show greater love and solidarity to those in need of our
assistance. It is a season when Christians are called upon to show a greater sense of responsibility in their
dealings with one another. The joyful Christmas period calls us to a sincere acceptance of God’s will and to
re-dedicate ourselves to his service in this changing world. Conscious of the globalized and pluralistic nature
of our present society, we are being reminded to bear authentic witness to the Gospel truth and values, in
humble acceptance and surrender to the will of God who created and called us as his sons and daughters
irrespective of our imperfections.

We welcome all of you, those who celebrate with us daily and weekly, and those who have been away
for a while. We invite each of you to celebrate with us and we ask that you invite a friend or family member
to celebrate with us as well. May this joyful season of Christmas bring you abundant divine blessings and
may he who took our human nature upon himself in all humility, plant his love firmly in your heart that you
may be able to love with the same love with which he has loved us.

As your new pastor, I ask for your support so that all may collectively realize our baptismal vocation
and mission as people of God. Thank you for all your kindness, support, encouragement and generosity that
you have shown during the year. To our numerous, visible and invisible volunteers within our parish
community, we pray that the newborn Christ will bless you, your families and friends. Merry Christmas and a
grace-filled New Year in anticipation.

Devotedly yours in Christ,

Fr. Francis Chidi Ezenezi

Pastor: Saint Peter’s the Apostles Catholic Parish
North Bay, Ontario

December 25, 2017.
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DIOCESAN CATHOLIC YOUTH CONFERENCE 2018

MADE FOR MORE

ﬁ SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2018 .
S iz KNIGHTS Roman Catholic

Diocese of

Huron-Supevior Catholic E 5::_-.-- OF COLUMBUS
District Schoot Board COUNCIL 932 e
MORE INFORMATION:
Date/Location: Saturday, February 24, 2018 at St. Mary’s College, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

Registration Fee:

Who can attend?:

Keynote Speaker:

—9:00am — 9:00pm.

$20.00 (includes registration, lunch, dinner, snacks and materials needed for
the day.)

Students currently enrolled in any High School (Grade 9 — 12) and their
chaperones (for out of town teens).

Popular Catholic evangelist Ken Yasinski. Ken is one of Canada’s most sought
after Catholic speakers, with 14 years of full time experience, proclaiming the
fullness of the Catholic faith. His passion for the faith, fidelity to the Church,
and his ability to communicate with clarity, inspires Catholics to an extra-
ordinary life in Christ. At the core of every message, he challenges people to
realize their full potential in life — to be a saint.

Registration Options: Students can register online at www.stjeromeparishssm.com/dcyc2018 or

can fill out a Registration Form and submit it with their registration fee.
Parishes/Chaplains can also collect these forms and money and send one large
mailing.

Overnight Accommodations: Arrangements to host students overnight who are travelling from

Website:

More Materials:

Contact Info:

out of town only, will be accommodated at the high school or through host
families. Please contact Fr. Daniele for more information.

www.stjeromeparishssm.com/dcyc2018

You are free to copy more posters/registration forms if you need them, or print
them directly from our website.

Fr. Daniele Muscolino, St. Jerome Church — 705-949-1072 or by email at
frdanielem@gmail.com



“The people who walked in davkness have seen a great light;
those who fved in a land of great darkness, on them (ight Ras shined.
You have increased their joy; they rejoice befove you ..." (Is 9,2)

On this Chyvistmas of 2017,
may the light of Love rise upon our divided and wounded world;
may the presence of Emmanuel God with us, fill all solitude;
may the gladness and joy of the Lovd touch all hearts;
may the coming of Jesus give meaning to all life.

May we, by our own acts of love and presence,
foster a spirit of fraternity and unity
that will contribute to building a better world,
in the image of God’s Kingdom.

And may every day of 2018 prolong into our [ives
the faith, love and hope that Christmas rekindles in our Aearts.

To you and your loved ones :
Christmas of Love! Christmas of Peace! Christmas of Joy!

+Marcel Damphousse
RBishop of Sault Ste. Marie




December 24, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Advent

In today’s first reading, David wants to build a temple for the Lord,
but hears from the Lord that he will build a family dynasty for him
that will last forever. The passage from the Letter to the Romans is
a hymn of praise giving glory to God. The Gospel tells of the angel
Gabriel's message to Mary that she would conceive and bear the
son of God, Jesus. Sometimes, as children, we think that a special
day, such as Christmas or a birthday, will never arrive, but it always
does, eventually. The people of the Old Testament were waiting for
centuries for the coming of the Messiah to free them. Jesus did
come, but it took a long time before he was accepted.

Christmas Day Dinner with all the trimmings will again be
hosted at Pro-Cathedral from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
Everyone Welcome. Non-denominational for anyone who
does not want to be alone at Christmas!

Knights of Columbus Council 12106 Soup and Card Party
January 23 from 12:00 noon to 4:00 PM at Holy Name of Jesus
Parish. $6 entry fee includes lunch. For table reservation call John
at 845-1020 or Roy at 477-4084.

Made for More! Diocesan Catholic Youth Conference 2018. All
high school aged youth are invited to participate on Saturday,
February 24, 2018 at St. Mary’'s College in Sault Ste. Marie,
Ontario. Join high school students from across Northern Ontario
for a day of faith, music, sharing, talks and powerful witness
featuring popular Catholic Speaker Ken Yasinski. Register online
www.stjeromeparishssm.com/dcyc2018 or pick up a registration
form at your church or by visiting your high school Chaplain in the
New Year. Registration is only $20 for this exciting event
presented by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie, the
Huron Superior Catholic District School Board and the Knights of
Columbus Council 932.

The Promises of Fatima: Come pray the Rosary with a group of
people who form a Fr. Gobbi Cenacle honouring our Blessed Virgin
Mary. Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM at St. Peter’s Parish.

Open Adoration: St. Alphonsus in Callander every Friday
8:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. First Friday 8:30 AM to 8:30 AM (24Hrs).
St. Joseph’s Motherhouse first Sunday of the month from
3:30-4:30 PM in Holy Family Chapel and Pro-Cathedral First Friday
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help every Wednesday at
11:55 AM at Pro-Cathedral prior to the 12:05 PM mass.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held weekly at Holy
Name of Jesus Church. Please come and visit Jesus even for a
few minutes. He waits for us. Hours of Adoration: Monday and
Thursday 12 noon to 5 pm; Tuesdays 12 noon to 7 PM;
Wednesday and Friday: 12 noon to 6 pm. To make a weekly one-
hour commitment, please call Gisele Champagne at 497-1911.

2018 Marriage Preparation Weekends February 9 & 10, April 20
& 21, and Fall October 26-27 (5 PM Friday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM
Saturday): Call Regional Catholic Services at 472-5821 to reserve
your place. Material cost is $40.00 per couple payable at time of
registration. Register soon!

CLAY- (Catholic, Love, Attitude, Yes!): A Youth Program for JK
to Grade 7, Thursday evenings 6:30-8:00 PM at St. Gregory's
School Gym, back entrance. Come out and join us for games,
crafts and faith teachings in a fun filled and positive environment.
For more information please contact Laurie Dobbs at 724-1277 or
Jessica Sheppard at 724-1835 or jessicasheppard@gmail.com.

Call CANA for Cards, Rosaries, Sacramental Gifts, Books & More!
Email Kas or Alana at canal2cana@gmail.com or call 776-2192

North Bay pregnancy Help & Resource Centre, 323 Algonquin
Ave, North Bay, ON P1B 8J8. Open weekdays 10:00 AM—4:00 PM.
Tel: 475-9270. Offering free pregnancy testing, optional
counselling, a friendly non-judgmental ear, baby supplies,
post-abortion grief counselling, and community service referrals.

YEO (Youth Evangelizing Others) is a Catholic Youth Group
designed for grade 8-12 students with a mission to bring other
teens to know Jesus through testimonies, talks, skits, and games.
Friday nights at St. Joseph-Scollard Hall Gym from 6:30 to
9:00 PM. For more information, contact Sam at 496-0456.

Going into or Have a Sick Family Member in Hospital? Mass is
celebrated every Wednesday at 3:00 PM by a parish priest at the
North Bay General Spiritual Centre (West Wing Entrance). And ...
Eucharist is distributed Wednesday, Friday and Sunday by
ministers of Holy Communion. Let pastoral care know your family
member would like to be added to the list for visitation.

Catholic Charities collects clothing for free distribution to those in
need. Clothing for men, women, children and infants, shoes, or
accessories. Also towels, tea towels and sheet sets. Drop off to
Catholic Charities entrance off Algonquin Tuesdays 9:00 to 11:30
AM or weekdays to the Pro-Cathedral Rectory (480 Mclintyre Street
West.). Items should be clean and in good repair. PLEASE — Due
to Space Limitation Seasonal Clothing Only!

Free Literacy and Numeracy Adult Classes with Nipissing-
Parry Sound Catholic Alternative & Continuing Education for
adults aged 19 and older. Improve your reading, writing, math and
computer skills; upgrade your skills for secondary school credit,
employment, college, apprenticeship or for a greater sense of
independence; develop a personal learning plan and work at your
own pace. Attend full or part-time. Enrol anytime — continuous
intake all year!! Call 472-7771 or visit www.npsc.ca for information.

North Bay Food Bank - Can you help? Call 495-3290 Monday &
Friday between 9:00 AM & 2:00 PM and Wednesdays from 4:00 to
7:00 PM.

Sisters of St. Joseph Present:

Christian Meditation: Each Tuesday at 1:30—2:30 pm in Holy
Family Chapel. This contemplative prayer is a way to self-
knowledge, self-acceptance & awareness of all that God can do in
our lives when we allow it.

Taize Prayer: The third Thursday each month from 7:00—8:00 PM
in the Holy Family Chapel. This prayer includes song, scripture,
and silence, praying to be open to God'’s presence in our lives.
Sister Noreen Muldoon and Sister Shirley McNamara will be
hosting an evening or afternoon once a month for single
women who would like to share their faith. We will use the book
“The Cup of Our Life” by Sister Joyce Rupp as a basis of prayer
and refection. If you are interested contact Sister Shirley at
474-3800, Extension 295 or email: smcnamara@csjssm.ca

Knights of Columbus Meetings

Fr. Michael Cundari Council, 12030 at Holy
Name Church: General Meeting third Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM

Contact: Joe Sinicrope at 497-0604

Corpus Christi Knights of Columbus Council
12106 now meet second Tuesday of each month with regular and
executive meetings held the same day at the Canadian Forces
Base Church (Queen of Peace). Contact: Art Tiernay at 358-1368
We also collect pop cans for charity work. Please drop off your
cans at Holy Name Church beside the Garage.

Knights of Columbus Council #1007 Executive Meeting at

6:30 PM and General Meeting at 7:00 PM on the first Wednesday
of each month September to June at St. Peter’s Church in the
Parish Hall. Refreshments served. New or transferring members
can contact Mike Joly at 495-1792.




discovering

Christ

Starting January 20th @ 9am

We are happy to announce that a new session of
Discovering Christ will begin on Saturday
January 20th @ 9am at the Pro-Cathedral.

Over the past year, over 300 people took part in this
eight-week life changing program that helps
strengthen your relationship with God.

Enjoy a free and delicious breakfast each Saturday,
watch a short video, and join in small group
discussion as we explore the meaning of life and
the identity of Jesus Christ.

Please complete the form below and place it in the
collection basket, or register online at

http://christlifenorthbay.org

We are working to provide childcare options for

familes. We will be in touch should you need these services.

First Name: Last Name:

Telephone: Email:

Will you be attending with children? __Yes ___ No  Ages:

Would you like to be seated with a spouse / friend? Please specify their names below.



